Maonday, June 18, 2001

Losing Lee
Brigadiers
a sad day
for all of us

Say it En'l 40

Because of dwindiing membershap,
the Lee Brigadiess, the doam and bugle
corps of Eobert E. Lee High Scheaol, s
dishanding,

Omlw 20 students signed up for the
corps this past school year and appar-
ently the prospects for the new school
wear were jus 85 discouragng.

Agcording o In Step, 2 publication of
the Goose Creek CISD, the remaining
erermbers this fal] will have the oppors-
mify 10 join the band, ke a danee clnss
for physical education credit oc take
anoiher elective course

In the distnet pewsletter, fuse ars
woordinntor Melsom Nolden recappec
ursuseesefinl efforts made to breatihe
new fife mibo the drumn and bogle corpa.

He sxid b vissied the Brigadiers class
andl ttenided after-schonl pracoees and
hioemse gamees 10 @s5e55 the progum.

In 2 move 10 save the arganization,
the district hirsd band direcior Edward
Dherwder to direct the Brg, with Camie
Trawick serving 5 his assistamt,

Nuolden, in the newsletier, sad
Dworler had shoem “remendous cane
and dedication to producing a quality

oAb,

Alsp, the school previoushy brought
back retimed Brig darector Kathrym
Wrzht wo revive interest in the organi-
AL

Eing representatives wene given the
qppqrh.um:,.'h:rr:mul' fimme Freshomen
by visiting the junior schools, Nolden
said

That's enough froen the newsleter.
From here on, thes former Brig momn
will di thee tallcing.

Disbaniding the Bngadwers, i mmy
opinban, & one of the saddest, maost dis-
couraging things ever to ocour gt Kobert
E. Lee High Schoal.

If we treasure tradition, how could we
let this bappen?

Why hasn't there been & greater ot
ery from the communaty about this?

Are most people not sware of the
deision?

Do thiey kmow but don't know what to
do about i7

iOr do they knoa and don't care?

Another question, this one far the
hagh schood kida:

Is the dnam and bugle corps outdated,
cofsidensd & relic in the new milk=nnmi-
um

Mo, if | were to answer that 'gues-
tiom, 19 say definalely not, Persamadly, 1
weonld want 1o keep the Loz Brigndiers
in the 215t century just a5 they were in
ithe 20th.

I"'m &6, not 18, and | don'y like

But if the school can alrsct members
arxd instill enthusinsm by comang up
with & perw and different kand of dnll
tezm, go for i,

Form a commithes of studsnts 1o
make 3 survey and deterrine what they
want in 8 drll feam

For new wleas, the students could visit
other sefoabs, interview drill team lead-
ers and mambers. '

Onie mare and 171 gait with the ques-
Hamns,

Who needs a drill tesm, amy way?
Adlow me io answer me.
Eeep in mind that emertining 21

haal flame and marching in parsdes are

only part of the reasen for the existence
of & dnll team or & band,

While participating, the sudents
develop discipline, a work ethic, sense
of tearmwark, pride, confidence, self-
esteem and friendships that kst & life-
timne, The experience is invajuable.

Students need dnill feams — and all
kinds of extm-cimicular activibes —
and we should fill that need.

Schools need to give, nod give up.

Wanda Crion s column appears each
Manday fn The Baytown Sun Her
daughier Jam was a heirler in the
Brigadiers, graduating from REL in
078 gnd moar Mesed to hove had the
revurriabde Kathryn Wrighr as her
direcior. Her e-miail address i
WEIRLCTEET, HET.



