Brig veterans
share their
memories

Plars contizne For ibe farewel] oele-
braticn of the Lee Brigmibers the week-
end of Sept. 14, Including recognition of
Forrmees members o the Gander foothall
game that Friday night and a reunion
brunch the following moming at
Robert E, Lee High School,

Nam:iamaddrmunflﬁ
Bna' adiers may be mailed 1o ¥
Hinyres st 2213 Mockingband, Bayiown
TR TTH2), or e-inailed 1o Julle Jarmise
21 fajunnise S goosecresk clsd esed net,
Meanwhile, messages continue o pour
Ini froum all orver the country Bamentlng
it fact that the drum and bugle corps
will be no more.

Colbeste Laper Gareda, elass of 1980,
recalls that the Beigadiers worked hard
wrel had a structure that led 1o " wonders-
ful, strong friendships”

She sayvs, “1 el ke the Brig insplred
a dilferent type of peer pressane. Char
preer presure was o be good and follow
thie rules, [l:.a.rmim:.gln:hh.!n'gr
vears al Lee would huve been Hie with-
ot the Brigadiers.”

Koy Lansford Staton, class of 1977,
says she hasn't stopped humming the
oorps sang sce she read the news,
“The Brigadiers were very close o oy
hesaint,”

Jimimy L. Smith of Dayton, a 1965
graduate of Robert E. Lee, writes, "]
wias uneder the oy oplndon that the
Brigadiers would always bo there — |
canmot belleve this ks ;

Par Micholson May, drum major of
the Robert E. Lee Band, 1852-53, says
she “rever dreamed 0 a miilion years”
thal the Brigadiers would dishand. “The
school dioes ol know what hey heve
given wp and will be no mae. — The
L= Brigadiers was the best dram and

bugle corps in the state of Teocas, They
sl chills up and down my spine when
they performed amywhere,”

Dodie Derryberry Everard of Nerth
Caroling, & Brig drum major in the late
19505, formed lifelong friendships in
the corps. “That's what it's like to have
been a Brigadier — friendship and con-
nections, | s4ill meet with Brig friends
every time I'm In the Bayiown area”

Another former Brig from the late
1960s, Sandra Sutphin Olney writes: *[i
5 trwee thad the qualiies instilled by drill
team participation are livaluable
lessans, bt unfortunatel 5 girls
will miss these lessons aﬁﬁmﬂ
know that they are the poorer for having
donge s0,"

Wendy Buenz Seghers of Garland,
colonel of Sterling Stars in 1981-1982;
“I rust admie that i pever ocourred 1o
e that they would ever dishand tihe
Brigadiers — What the Brigadiers and
the Stars represent is eternal and should
not be so easily given up. [ leamed how
b be a feam player, leader, friend and
other many Important life skills whils
being & part of the Stars, [ worry that
there will be no outles fur girks {at REL)
interested in developing a skill that a
normial school cwrriculum doesn't pro-
wide.”

Former Gander football plaver Gordon
Schutze, class of 1976, writes from
Arkanzas: " The ks that the

was disharmiing was \-EE:' ey
| could not imagine a football game
without them — Seventy-six years Is a
long tradition just to throw away.”

Barhara Whitesides Mixon of New
Braunfels, class of 1952, writes: ] had
heard that they were dishanding bt [
had hoped it wouldn't really happen.

That's an end to a real institution.”

Charlotie Ellis Pate of Deer Parlk,
class of 1951, remembers her first time
o march with the corps,

"My brother carmne home from A&M
in time to polish my black boots to a
high shine and clean the briss buttons
on my unifiorm 1o perfection the Friday
of my first drill ar Memorial Swadium. [
El:“_rI_Il.il:-:.-ml.lgl--“ shione when T got Into my uni-

She said, "1 am grateful tor all of the
experiences from the searing August
practices, the parades, the drills, the
eamaraderie and the bus rips —
rewnlons and friendships and remam-
brances, The spirit will live until the last
of us ks gone”

Wércla Ottt s column appears every
Monday. Comments may be sem fo ber
e-mail aclnress & wani®oiese. et



